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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a final Office Action in response to communications filed by Applicant on 
June 13, 2008. The amendment of claims 1 and 14 has been entered. Therefore, 
claims 1-5, 9-10, 12-27 and 31 remain pending and have been addressed below. 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 9, line 
10 recites "has previously be activated" which should instead state -has previously 
been activated--. 

Page 10, lines 6 and 7 recites "travel's" and "travel" respectively where both 
should instead state -traveler's- and -traveler-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 10 recites "the 
additional commentary" despite the absence of the introduction of this limitation earlier 
in the claim. Line 10 also recites "images" which is not preceded by either "the" or 
"said" despite the introduction of this limitation on line 7. 

Claim 5, line 2 discloses the limitation "sound files" without a preceding "the" 
despite the recitation of "sound files" in claim 1 . Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-5, 9-10, 12-27 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, lines 8 and 12 recite "can be" and line 9 recites "may be". 
These phrases lead to confusion as to the claim scope for at least two reasons. First, 
this functional language is not positively recited, but merely recited as possibility. Thus, 
it is not clear whether the functions following these phrases need be included to read on 
this claim. Second, no structure is recited to perform these functions, unlike were a 
processor claimed and stated to perform the aforementioned functions. 

Regarding claim 14, line 16 recites "can be", which renders the claim indefinite 
fore the aforementioned reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5, 9, 12, 14-16, 18-24, 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Waibel (2003/0164819 A1) in view of Safai (6,715,003). 

Regarding claims 1, 14, 15, 18, 21-23, 26-27, Waibel discloses a travel 
assistant device comprising a travel assistant device (Fig. 1) comprising: 
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a hard disk drive including at least one database (Fig. 2, item 101); 

a digital camera (Fig. 2, item 103); 

a microphone (Fig. 2, item 105); 

a display screen (Figs. 1-2, item 102); 

at least one speaker (Fig. 2, item 104); 

database software ([0030] via programming code) by which images and sound 
input from said digital camera and said microphone are stored in said hard disk drive as 
a personal log database (Fig. 2, item 203; [0030]-[0032] disclose audio and video data 
stored in memory 203), which can be displayed on said display screen and through said 
speaker ([0029] discloses processor 202 can convert output signals for display 102, 
headphones 104), where said personal log database may be updated by the additional 
commentary and images as desired ([0040] via "memory 203 includes a database with 
information related to the type of object that are to be identified. . ."; [0060] via "the user 
may also update or populate the database"; [0057] discloses this information or 
commentary relating to the images is found in the database), and where said database 
software retrieves downloaded database information which includes images and text 
which act as a travel instructor ([0059] via "user downloads information into the 
database"; [0057] discloses this information relates to objects encountered while 
traveling, which examiner construes to acts a travel instructor), and where said 
downloaded database information can be augmented by images as desired ([0061] via 
"After populating the database, the user points the digital camera 103 towards and 
object to be identified and records the scene." Note Examiner construes above 
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memory 203 to be the database and because video data is recorded by the user the 
database is augmented); 

a portable translator device a which includes an Optical Character Recognition 
engine (Fig. 1, item 205; [0049]), which takes input of graphic images of words from 
said digital camera (Fig. 3, item 303; [0047]) in a language unfamiliar to the user and 
converts them to characters in said unfamiliar language (Fig. 3, item 304-306; [0049]- 
[0050] discloses the first language to be Chinese, which [0007] discloses can be 
unknown), and a dictionary module which takes said characters generated by said 
Optical Character Recognition engine and produces translated files in a language 
familiar to the user (Fig. 3, item 307; [0050]), and outputs said translated files to said 
view screen and at least one speaker ([0011] discloses the device outputs translation 
information, while [0029] states output information occurs on speaker and screen); and 

a Global Positioning System (GPS) module wherein said GPS module allows 
downloads of interactive digital guide information, and said GPS allows tracking of the 
user [0060]. 

Waibel fails to disclose the database information includes sound files and that the 
database information can be augmented by additional commentary as desired. Waibel 
also fails to disclose the personal log database is found within the same embodiment as 
the optical character recognition and dictionary module. 

However, Safai discloses a handheld device (abstract) where said database 
information includes sounds files and can be augmented by said additional commentary 
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as desired (Col. 12, lines 54 - Col. 13, line 13). Furthermore, it is notoriously common 
in the art to integrate functions of separate handheld devices into one device. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to combine the travel assistant device as disclosed by Waibel with 
the use of sound files and the ability to add desired commentary as disclosed by Safai 
in order to provide audio navigation guidance. Further, it would have been obvious to 
on having ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to integrate the two 
embodiments as disclosed by Waibel into one embodiment in order to avoid having to 
carry two separate handheld devices in order to possess both translational and object 
recognition capabilities. 

Regarding claim 2, Waibel further discloses the travel assistant device 
comprises a touch-screen display ([0080]). 

Regarding claims 3 and 16, Waibel further discloses said display screen 
displays slides (Fig. 5, item 507 discloses retrieval of information, while [0057] discloses 
what information is to be displayed which examiner construes constitutes a slide). 

Regarding claim 5 and 19, Waibel further discloses said at least one speaker 
plays sound files (Fig. 1 . item 104; [0029]). 

Regarding claims 9 and 24, Waibel discloses a travel assistant device that 
produces files (Fig. 6, item 602-603). 

Waibel fails to disclose the travel assistant device produces HTML files for output 
to web sites. 
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However, Safai discloses a system for files (abstract) where HTLM files are 
produced for output to web sites (Col. 16, lines 30-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the travel assistant device as disclosed by Waibel with creating HTML filed for 
web uploading as disclosed by Safai in order to allow for direct uploading to the internet 
of travel material for friends and family to quickly view. 

Regarding claims 12 and 20, Waibel further discloses a text-to-speech engine 
([0028]). 

7. Claims 4, 10, 17 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Waibel in view of Safai (6,715,003) and further in view of Harrington 
etal. (2003/0145338). 

Regarding claim 4, 10, 17 and 25, Waibel discloses the travel assistant displays 
and produces streaming images (Fig. 6, item 602; [0029] discloses processor 202 can 
convert output signals for display 1 02, headphones 1 04). 

Neither Waibel nor Safai disclose the streaming images are MPEG movies. 

However, Harrington discloses a system for manipulating video files (abstract) 
where MPEG files are used as streaming video files ([0020]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the travel assistant device as disclosed by Waibel and Safai that to use MPEG 
files as the streaming images as disclosed by Harrington in order to provide a 
convenient and industry standard filed type for the streaming images. 
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8. Claims 13 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Waibel in view of Safai (6,715,003) and further in view of Kennewick et al. 
(2003/0145338 A1). 

Regarding claims 13 and 31, Waibel further discloses the travel assistant emits 
audio files ([0029] discloses processor 202 can convert output signals for display 102, 
headphones 104). 

Neither Waibel nor Safai disclose that the audio files are used with an MP3 

player. 

However, Kennewick et al. discloses a mobile speech based device (abstract) 
that uses MP3 filed as audio filed ([01 68]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the audio files of the travel assistant device as disclosed by Waibel and Safai 
with the use of MP3 files as disclosed by Kennewick in order to provide a convenient 
and industry standard file type for the audio files. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1-5, 9-10, 12-27 and 31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

The amendment of independent claims 1 and 14 has resulted in the change of 
Waibel as a secondary reference to the primary reference. Applicant on page 1 1 of the 
Response to Arguments Section, in arguing that combination of the cited references 
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was non-obvious, states that "it is perhaps telling that the Examiner has had to use four 
different references to allegedly find these cited features." 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. While a total of four references are cited, no 
individual claim is rejected under more than three references. Given the analogous 
nature of these references their combination thereof is deemed obvious. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIKHIL SRIRAMAN whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-5797. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 
7:30am-5:00pm, with every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached on 571-272-6919. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NIKHIL SRIRAMAN 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3664 

N.S. 

/KHOI TRAN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



